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b ll{cluil and wholesale markets in September.

e e based industry which needs comparatively least amoynt
M?arney and capital. Completely run manually with traditiona]
of 93?mems made mainly of bamboo and timber. Al] the members
g‘;'jnfsp;)ottefy making family keep themselves engaged in making
?\f;‘m arketing potteries. The times of marketing are locally known
2: Khep Ahu Khep(from May to August), Salj Khep( from No-
pvembﬂ to March) and Besa Khep (from March to April). In the

- Ahu and Sali Kheps the products are exchange for Ahy and Sali
paddy In the Besa khep, thee potteries arte marketed for money.
 The Social fabric of Kumar Community is primarily dependent on
the various stages of production and marketing of this industry,
Female are engaged in the process of production while males are
ﬁ}ﬂ'éﬁgaged in the marketing,

i

o

| Among the traditional crafts still practiced in Majuli, Pottery
| is the most significant. People expert in the vocation of making
{f;pottery called ‘kumer” is aclass of the old residents of the Salmora
“and Chinatoli villages of the Island. They inhabit the south- east-
| em part of the Majuli on the bank of Brahmaputra where soil

i
B
i

 suitable for marking pottery is available about 20ft. below the

gE

3’$}irface of the river bank. Both man and women even the children,
are engaged in the craft. During field indestigation it was found

at children instead of go to school, were engaged in the process
of making pottery.

PROBLEMS:

{:‘ It was started that the craft had fallen to disrepute and very
all margin of profit was derived now-a-days as there certa!m
Ctors which had decreased its importance in the society. D_1s-
Very and use of various systems of preservation of milk for which
'S of different shapes and sizes were once used, u7se of elec-

Clty replacing oil-lamps in both religious and domestic estab-
reer || 65 |
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alks of life and from every e ol

tracts people from all walks o m every of e

| - o

When one visit the Island it is impossible to imagine that o
and island completely isolated from the mainland.

)

Besides these the Satra Institutions, Majulj js also riep o
its diverse tribal art and culture. Majuli, thus may be COTLS‘idemé
as a living archacological Museum in its own right, UﬂfOﬂunat_@h.
the devastation caused by recurring floods and €rosion, Majuli;
facing scrious threat. Arts and crafts of pottery and bog “Makin,
arc also in danger. Most of the Satras of Majuli are compejeg 0
shift to safer places.

Along the rest of the sites within the Majuli District, Assam_
the riverine area with the oldest arts and Crafts of pottery and
Boat-Making has great significance in eco-tourism.

POTTERY:

It primarily confined to the MOBC community in Salmora
and Chinatali villages. There are almost 600 families, providing
live hood at 6000 peoples. The Salmara village was once the sec-
ond largest village next to Sualkuchi in Assam. The average an-
nual income is around 25,000/Rs. Among the different items of
these products Koloh, Tekeli, Mola, Dunori, Caki, Ndia, Bhabuki,
Bonti-Gosa, Tuber have demand in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.
Apart from roadways the main means of transport of these prod-
ucts are the country boat carrying different items from Pasighat to
Tezpur along with the Catchments areas of the Bramaputra. Bar-
ter System still prevails for marketing alternative mode of retail
and wholesale marketing is done four times in a year.

1. Rice and cereal are exchanged for in November.
2. Retail and wholesale market in January/ February,
3. Richis exchange for in June.

4, Retail market in June.

Pioneer || ¢4 I
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Role of Pottery and Boat-Making
. Industries of Majuli Eco-Tourism

Arun Borah

Majuli is the largest fresh water reverie island in the world,
which is formed by the Khekatia Chanal of the Brahmaputra flow-
. ing on its north and the main stream of the great river on the
* south. The Government of India has recommended to the
| UNESCO that Majuli be considered a World Heritage site.

3

: Majuli has very rich heritage and has been the abode of
| Assamse Vaishnavite Culture. Besides the Ahoms, the Brahmins,
. theKalitas, the Kaibartas, the Nathas, the Bonias, the Kochs. The
i Keots the population of the Island Comprises awide mix of tribal
communities like the Misings, the Deories, and the Snowal-
| Kacharis, Who inhabit upper Majuli.

e

~ Besides being the hot spot for bio-density having a rich ecol-
L ogy with rare breeds of flora and fauna of the Island people. Es-

3

. pecially the Kumer community is gifted with the oldest rats of
I Pottery Making as wall as Boat-Making. A great deal of pain is
taken to share the pots and boats by hand. According to arche-
| iﬁf;ologists, Majuli appears to be a missing link between the
"'_‘;,-Mohenjodaro and Harappa Civilizations. The Potter’s wheel reigns
upreme and Majuli retains its link with the long dead past. The
finished products are tarried up and down stream on country boats
for barter trade throughout the state. A beautiful site, Majuli at-

Pioneer | 63 |
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be concluded that there is i '

. - Majuli CIC 1S Immense b "“'na,w,
ism in Majuli. The Governmep; pe for edf
the Department of Tourism and lgzclll}dia, Uvﬁ
should pay more attention to py é“ pers;,rfﬁ”
sery, i

ties of the region

Jand from the unda.ted erosion of the mighty Brahy, e, |

make Majuli as an important place of tourist a“ractiopu.tra g, |
N1inAg, R

The Government should urgently pursuer the fOHOWing 1
Agend;, |

promoting eco-tourism in Majuli along y; ;
¢ sites of Assam. ith  §

1t for basic infrastructure development cert
increased inflow of tourist to this centers ;

+Encouraging the private sector to make large investmentoncr
ation of facilities at established tourist centers. |

Recognizing the potential of tourism, the Government of Indz f
has been attempting to provide stimulus 10 the developmentof f

the tourism industry- With its vastness of expar ans |
bined with its rich culture henzge §

tion it can
opment of tour
ment of Assam

* Active role in
rest of the touris

+providing SUpPO
ing for

Majuli can become
tions of the world. :
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